Week Ending Friday, August 23, 2002

The President’s Radio Address
August 17, 2002

Good morning. This week I hosted an eco-
nomic forum at Baylor University in Texas.
Participants shared their concerns about the
economic challenges we face and their ideas
for making the economy stronger. A common
theme among many panelists was that we
must leave every dollar we can in the hands
of the people who have earned it. We must
be disciplined with our taxpayers’ money,
which requires Congress to focus on funding
our Nation’s priorities.

Winning the war on terror is our top pri-
ority. The men and women fighting the war
must have every tool and all the training they
need to fight and win. That is why my budget
includes the largest increase in defense
spending in a generation. And that is why
I urge the Congress to pass a final defense
appropriations bill as soon as they return to
Washington.

Keeping our homeland secure is another
high priority. My budget would nearly double
funding for homeland security to almost $38
billion—money to train and equip fire-
fighters, police officers, and emergency med-
ical personnel; money for the Coast Guard,
to protect our ports and coasts; money to
keep our water treatment plants and nuclear
facilities safe.

A few weeks ago, Congress passed an
emergency funding bill that provides more
than $13 billion in immediate funding for the
war on terror, more than $4 billion for home-
land security, and completes our $20 billion
commitment to the people of New York. I
was pleased to sign it.

But Congress also sent along more than
$5 billion in extra spending I did not ask for.
Some of that $5 billion I have endorsed and
will work to secure, but a lot of that money
has nothing to do with a national emergency.
Those who wrote the bill designed it so either
I have to spend all the money or none of

it. At the economic forum on Tuesday, I
made my position clear: I will spend none
of the $5 billion.

We must remember the lessons of the
past. In the 1960s, increased spending re-
quired by war was not balanced by slower
spending in the rest of the Government. As
a result, in the 1970s we faced unemploy-
ment and growing deficits and spiraling infla-
tion.

We cannot go down the path of soaring
budget deficits. We must meet our defense
and homeland security needs and hold the
line on other spending. My budget raises de-
fense spending by more than 14 percent. It
nearly doubles homeland security funding. In
all other areas, it increases spending by 2 per-
cent. Many families are living with raises like
that, and so should the Government.

The House of Representatives has done
well by staying within these limits. Unfortu-
nately, the Senate has not even passed a
budget framework, and so far it has been ig-
noring fiscal discipline. I requested $2.4 bil-
lion for public housing; the bill moving
through the Senate includes $300 million
more. I requested $2.2 billion for agricultural
research; again, the Senate wants to spend
$300 million more. I requested $3.1 billion
for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration; the Senate wants to spend
$200 million more. And these levels could
go higher. T challenge Congress to respect
the taxpayers and show restraint with their
money. It is very important they do so in
order for our economy to continue to grow.

If Congress will not show spending re-
straint, I will enforce spending restraint. For
the good of our economy, for the good of
the people who pay taxes, my administration
will spend what is truly needed, and not a
dollar more.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 10:45 a.m.
on August 16 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford,
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 17. The
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transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 16 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement Announcing the United
States Delegation to the World
Summit on Sustainable Development
August 19, 2002

I am pleased to announce that Secretary
of State Colin Powell will lead the American
delegation to the World Summit on Sustain-
able Development, to be held in Johannes-
burg, South Africa from August 26 through
September 4.

Secretary Powell will be joined by Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency Administrator
Christie Todd Whitman, Chairman of the
Council on Environmental Quality James
Connaughton, U.S. Agency for International

Development Administrator Andrew
Natsios, and Under Secretary of State Paula
Dobriansky.

The World Summit has a unique oppor-
tunity to advance the new approach to devel-
opment that I embraced with other national
leaders at the Monterrey Conference on Fi-
nancing for Development this past March. *
This new approach is based on shared ac-
countability among developed and devel-
oping nations.

The United States is a leader in creating
more effective ways to combat poverty and
raise standards of living, recognizing that
progress begins with sound domestic policies
that promote good governance, investment
in people, and economic freedom. The U.S.
delegation will come to Johannesburg with
concrete and practical proposals for strong
and lasting partnerships to advance some of
the world’s key development priorities—
clean water, modern energy, good health,
and productive agriculture—that can lead us
to a world without poverty. Poverty remains
a huge and urgent global problem that de-
mands action by the entire world community.
We will stand together in Johannesburg to
bring our full support to this important bat-
tle.

* White House correction.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus

August 20, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: ~ (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with section 620C(c) of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended,
I am providing a report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on progress toward a negotiated
solution of the Cyprus question covering the
period June 1, 2002, through July 31, 2002.
The previous submission covered events
from April 1, 2002, through May 31, 2002.
Direct talks on the island between Greek
Cypriot leader Glafcos Clerides and Turkish
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash continue
under United Nations auspices, although the
leaders failed to meet their stated objective
of a comprehensive settlement by June 2002.
As in past reporting periods, Special Cyprus
Coordinator Thomas G. Weston and U.S.
Ambassador to Cyprus Donald K. Bandler
provided diplomatic support to the process.
The United States remains committed to the
United Nations effort to find a just and last-
ing settlement to the Cyprus problem.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NotE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 21.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the Secretary of Defense and an
Exchange With Reporters in
Crawford, Texas

August 21, 2002

Defense Budget and Planning

The President. Well, good morning. I'm
pleased to welcome Secretary Rumsfeld and
General Myers and members of his staff here
to Crawford to discuss some important
issues, issues that relate to the security of
the American people.

We spent time talking about missile de-
fense. The progress that our Nation is making
after our withdrawal from the ABM Treaty



